
January'1961:'At'the'first3ever'White'House'Conference'on'Aging,'AARP'

founder'Dr.'Ethel'Percy'Andrus''shows'President'Dwight'D.'Eisenhower'a'

model'of'the'“Freedom'House,”'a'home'designed'and'built'by'AARP'using'

“universal'design”'features'so'older'adults'can'“age3in3place.”'

Forging'Neighborhoods'

for'All'Generations

Mike'Olender

Manager'of'Outreach'and'Advocacy

AARP'North'Carolina



AARP 2

About)AARP
• Founded)in)1958)by)Ethel)Percy)Andrus.)

• Nonprofit,)nonpartisan)organization)for)people)50+

• For)more)than)50)years,)AARP)has)been)serving)the)50+)and)
creating)positive)social)change.)

• Mission:)To)enhance)the)quality)of)life)for$all$as)we)age.)

• Vision:)A)society)in)which)everyone)ages)with)dignity)and)purpose,)
and)in)which)AARP)helps)people)fulfill)their)goals)and)dreams.



THE UNITED(STATES(ENTERS WORLD(WAR(II(IN DECEMBER(1941
The(war(in(Europe(ends(in(May(1945(| The(war(in(Japan(ends(in(August(1945



And$then$the$

Baby$Boomers$

arrive!

76$million$

American$

children$are$

born$between

1945$and$1964.
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Those&babies&now&range&in&age&from&51 to&70 years&old.

By&2030,&one out&of&

five adults&in&the&U.S.&

will&be&65 or&older.&
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SWOT%Analysis%Mecklenburg%County%2017



SWOT%Analysis%Mecklenburg%County%2017



But$unlike$prior$generations$of$“older$adults,”$most$of$today’s$“older$adults”$…$

Do$Not$Want$to$Live$in$“Retirement$Communities”$$

< In$1975,$soon$

after$moving$

with$her$

husband$from$

the$New$York$

City$suburbs$to$a$

55+$community$

in$South$Florida,$

“Bubbi Sheila”$

took$her$new$

bicycle$for$a$ride.$
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Survey'after'survey'

finds'that'today’s'older'

adults'want'to'remain'

in'their'homes.

But'most'houses'haven’t'been'designed'

to'adapt.'In'fact,'American'homes'have'

traditionally'been'designed'and'built'

for'able>bodied'35'year'olds.

78%
of#adults#ages#45+#agree#

or#strongly#agree#with#the#

statement:#“What#I’d#

really#like#to#do#is#stay#in#

my#current#residence#for#

as#long#as#possible.”

Source:#AARP#Home#and#Community#

Preferences#of#the#45+#Population,#2014
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Survey'after'survey'finds'

that'today’s'older'adults

want'to'stay'in'their'

community

But'for'the'past'50'years,'communities'have'

developed'around'motor'vehicles'as'the'

principal'form'of'transportation.'Adults'who'

don’t'or'no'longer'drive'are'often'out'of'luck.'

80%
of#adults#ages#45+#agree#

or#strongly#agree#with#the#

statement:#“What#I’d#

really#like#to#do#is#stay#in#

my#current#community#for#

as#long#as#possible.”

Source:#AARP#Home#and#Community#

Preferences#of#the#45+#Population,#2014
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Source:(AARP(Housing(Survey(2011

Source:
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An#increasingly#aging#population
+ the#desire#to#age#in#place

+ housing#not#suitable#for#aging#in#place

+ streets#unsafe#for#non6drivers

+ a#lack#of#public#transit#options

+ the#desire#to#be#active#in#community

+ better#health/longer#life#expectancy

+ numerous#other#factors#(e.g.#employment,#distance#from##

family,#health#issues,#isolation,#urban#and#suburban#sprawl)#

=# the$reason$for$the$AARP#Livable#Communities#initiative$and$

the$AARP#Network#of#Age6Friendly#Communities
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Established+April+2012

Established+April+12,+2012

84 communities+(and+counting)+representing+more+than+44+million+peopleUpdated+April+1,+2016

AARP+Livable+Communities+presentation+|+American+Planning+Association+2016+National+Planning+Conference,+Phoenix,+AZ+|+April+5,+2016



Age Friendly Matthews

October(2015



Mecklenburg
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Age$Friendly$is$for$EVERYONE



SURVEY









Tomorrow’s(65+

population
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AARP$has$tools$and$resources$to$help

aarp.org/livabilityindex
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Categories*&*Attributes

THE LIVABILITY INDEX

Housing

Housing3Accessibility

Housing3Options

Housing3Affordability

Commitment3to3Livability

Neighborhood

Proximity3to3Destinations

MixedFuse3Neighborhoods

Compact3Neighborhoods

Personal3Safety

Neighborhood3Quality

Commitment3to3Livability

Transportation

Convenient3Transportation3Options

Transportation3Costs

Safe3Streets

Accessible3System3Design

Commitment3to3Livability

Environment

Water3Quality

Air3Quality

Resilience

Energy3Efficiency

Commitment3to3Livability

Health

Healthy3Behaviors

Access3to3Health3Care

Quality3of3Health3Care

Commitment3to3Livability

Engagement

Internet3Access

Civic3Engagement

Social3Engagement

Equal3Rights

Commitment3to3Livability

Opportunity

Equal3Opportunity

Economic3Opportunity

Education

MultiFgenerational3

Communities

Local3Fiscal3Health

Commitment3to3Livability



Source:propay.com

Metrics

•Metrics2indicate2how2livable2communities2are2in2the2present2by2measuring2

community2characteristics.

• 402metrics2are2used2in2the2Livability2Index;2212of2those2evaluate2livability2at2the2
neighborhood2scale.

• Each2category2contains24E92metrics.

•Metrics2must2be2relevant2and2subject2to2direct/indirect2influence2by2state2and2
local2policymakers.2

Policies:,Updated'Jan'26,'2017

•Policies2are2actions2communities2can2take2to2improve2livability2over2time.

• 202state2and2local2policies2are2evaluated2in2the2Livability2Index.

Metrics,and,policies,are,the,indicators,used,to,measure,livability.,,They,

are,drawn,from,over,50,sources,of,data.,

THE LIVABILITY INDEXOVERVIEW

Metrics,&,Policies



<< Here’s'the'

Livability'Score'for'

the'address'we’re'

at'right'now



<< Here’s'the'

Livability'Score'for'

the'address'we’re'

at'right'now



Thank&you&for&your&

time&and&attention!
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